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“People in imminent 
risk of losing their 

homelands forever.”

-PPS Pacific Island 
and

Frontline Indigenous 
Youth

“[Those] that experience ‘first and 
worst’ the consequences of climate 
change. These are communities of 
color and low-income, whose 
neighborhoods often lack basic 
infrastructure to support them and 
who will be increasingly vulnerable 
as our climate deteriorates.” 

-EcoTrust 
(Centering Frontline Communities)

“...Portland Public Schools [commit] 
itself to drawing on local resources 

to build climate justice 
curriculum—especially inviting the 

participation of people from 
‘frontline’ communities, which have 

been the first and hardest hit by 
climate change—and people who 

are here, in part, as climate 
refugees…”  

-PPS Resolution 5272 Recitals

https://ecotrust.org/centering-frontline-communities/
https://www.pps.net/cms/lib8/OR01913224/Centricity/Domain/219/FINAL%20Climate%20Change%20Reso%205.11.16%20MR%20revised.pdf


“Justice toward the 
world and the future 

generations who 
didn’t cause climate 

change.”

-PPS Student
“The Just Transition framework is a 
vision-led, unifying and place-based 
set of principles, processes and 
practices that build economic and 
political power to shift from an 
extractive economy to a 
regenerative economy.”

-Climate Justice Alliance

“Climate justice ‘insists on a shift 
from a discourse on greenhouse 

gases and melting ice caps into a 
civil rights movement with the 
people and communities most 

vulnerable to climate impacts at its 
heart,’ said Mary Robinson [former 

president of Ireland/current Chair of 
the Elders]...” 

-United Nations Sustainable 
Development Goals publication

https://climatejusticealliance.org/
https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/blog/2019/05/climate-justice/
https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/blog/2019/05/climate-justice/


● Strengthens universal core for all students in PPS in 
alignment to Graduate Vision

● Extensive community engagement prioritizing frontline 
community members and frontline-serving organizations

● Design process, standards, and embedded professional 
learning supports racial equity and social justice 



● Data collection to inform revisions involves both climate 
survey and academic achievement

● Pause for intentional consideration of authentic youth 
empowerment and the creation of PPS Climate Justice 
Youth Advisory
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Augmented Design Team

● PPS Teachers 
● PPS TOSAS
● PPS Students
● PPS Frontline Community 

Members

Core Design Team

● PPS Teachers 
● PPS TOSAS

Extended  Design Team

● PPS Teachers 
● PPS TOSAS
● PPS Students
● PPS Frontline Community Members
● Community Coalitions
● Government Agencies
● Business/Industry Partners

Professional learning is 
embedded in this process. All 
participants are required to 
attend an orientation to the 
RCD process to participate. 

Feedback loops are created 
to continuously inform the 
process



Science Social Studies Youth Leadership

K-5 Grades 1, 3, 4 - Already in 
implementation, review/revise 2021-22

Grades K, 2, 5 - Draft Spring/Summer 
2020, develop and pilot 2020-21, full 
implementation 2021-22

Draft, develop, pilot 2020-21, full 
implementation 2021-22

Create peer mentor opportunities, 
amplify site-based youth leadership

6-8 Grades 6, 7, 8 - Draft Spring/Summer 
2020, develop and pilot 2020-21, full 
implementation 2021-22

Draft, develop, pilot 2020-21, full 
implementation 2021-22

Create peer mentor opportunities, 
amplify site-based youth leadership

9-12 Physics (2017-18), Chemistry (2018-19 
Biology (2019-20), - Already in 
implementation, review/revise 2021-22

HS Elective - Draft Summer 2020, 
develop and pilot 2020-21, full 
implementation 2021-22

Draft, develop, pilot 2020-21, full 
implementation 2021-22

Create Climate Justice Advocacy 
group, convene quarterly meetings, 
Spring 2020

Youth Summit - 
In progress, through collaboration 
with wider community
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https://www.oregon.gov/ode/students-and-family/equity/NativeAmericanEducation/Pages/Senate-Bill-13-Tribal-HistoryShared-History.aspx
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1nmZtECZPuoVyxOfCUy-LsWFud_GkyqPY
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